Background on 5% SHIP Funding for One-on-One 
Pharmaceutical Benefits Counseling to Dual Eligibles with Mental Disabilities
Request from House Appropriations Committee

For the 2006 House Appropriations Committee budget report justifications, CMS described its outreach activities through implementation of MMA to provide information and services to beneficiaries on their Medicare pharmaceutical benefits. During the most recent, 2007, budget cycle, members of the House Appropriations Committee requested that more specific actions be taken by CMS through its State Health Insurance Assistance Programs (SHIPs) to provide one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling to low-income dual eligbles with mental disabilities.  CMS described a number of actions that could be taken.

Committee Budget Language included the following:
Pharmaceutical Benefits Counseling
The Committee recognizes that CMS has initiated some commendable community-based activities for an MMA education and outreach campaign directed towards dual eligible persons, but the Committee is also aware that there is considerable evidence that low-income dual eligible persons with mental disabilities continue to need direct help with Part D enrollment.  Therefore, within the amounts appropriated, the Committee encourages that five percent of the funds be  directed for one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling to be provided through community-based organizations and safety net community mental health centers. (Page 146)
 

Action Taken or to be Taken
Section 4360 of the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990 (OBRA-90) (Public Law 101-508, codified at 42 USC 1395 b-4) authorizes CMS to make grants to States to fund State Health Insurance Assistance Programs (SHIPs).  For the FY 2007 grant year, CMS will take the following several steps to direct and equip SHIPs to provide one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling to low-income dual eligible persons with mental disabilities.
 

· CMS will require that SHIPs submit FY 2007 program budgets that demonstrate that at least 5% of Federal SHIP funding will be directed toward one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling to low-income dual eligible persons with mental disabilities.
· CMS will mandate that all State SHIP directors attend training in June 2007 that will be based on a pilot project recently completed by the Office of the Medicare Ombudsman with SHIPs in North Carolina and Texas to enhance SHIPs’ reach and service to beneficiaries with mental health disabilities through partnerships with an expanded network of community organizations serving people with mental health disabilities.
· During 2007, CMS will include the provision of one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling provided to low-income dual-eligible persons with mental disabilities as part of a more comprehensive report on the increased number of dual eligible individuals currently served by SHIPs.
· As part of the 2007 grant report process, CMS will require SHIPs to describe their progress on efforts to enhance one-on-one pharmaceutical benefits counseling to low-income dual eligible persons with mental disabilities as part of the mid-year reports required of all SHIPs.
· CMS will encourage SHIPs to partner with community mental health centers to assist the centers in providing Medicare and Medicaid counseling for their clients.
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