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MEDICARE Part D 2009

Prescription Drug

Coverage

Anyone with medicare is eligible for Medicare Part D, Prescription Drug Coverage in 2009.  (No income limits)
48 Approved Medicare Prescription Drug Plans (part D) are available in KS in ‘09.

If you are new to Medicare, you can enroll in a drug plan 3 months before your 65th birthday, the month of your birthday, and three months after your birthday.  The plan is effective the first of the month after you enroll.  If you are over 65 and losing your employer insurance, enroll so Part D-drug plan is effective before you lose your insurance.
Each year you can change drug plans between November 15, and December 31.  Your 2008 plan will automatically continue in 2009 if you don’t do anything.  To change, just enroll in a new plan.
 2009 Kansas Drug Plans:


– Plan premiums range from $17.40 to $106.90 a month

 -Deductible no more than $295, some plans $0 deductible

-You pay co-pays after deductible until reach gap

-Gap–Once your total drugs reaches $2,700 (what you have paid and what plan has paid)

–Gap from $2,700 to $6,153.75, you pay all drug costs unless you plan has coverage in gap

-No plans have coverage for brand name drugs in the gap in 2009.   

-Several plans cover generic drugs in gap

-After $6,153.75, you pay 5% of drug cost

Compare your drugs to plans before you select a plan.  Be sure your pharmacy will accept plan.  Go to www.medicare.gov to compare

*Generally, if you have VA, TRICARE, or Federal Retiree prescription coverage, you do not need Part D–drug plan.

“LOW INCOME SUBSIDY”  People with limited income and assets may qualify for help to pay for Part D premiums, drugs & gap coverage.  Apply at Social Security, 785-825-0545 or www.ssa.gov or with a SHICK counselor

Assets under $11,990 if single and $23,970 if married

Income Under $15,600 yr. or $1300 mo. if single  

    
Under $21,000 yr. or $1750 mo. if married. 

(Assets that do not count -- home, vehicles, and personal possessions.)  

For your health coverage when on Medicare you can choose:

–Medicare A & B & Medicare Supplement Insurance Plan & a drug plan

-Medicare A and B, a drug plan, but no supplement (or just A and B)

-Medicare A and B and employer or retiree health and drug plan

-Medicare C, or Medicare Advantage Health Plan and separate drug   plan

-Medicare C, or Medicare Advantage Health Plan that includes a drug plan 

  If you sign up for a Medicare Advantage plan, You pay co-pays for services, if you had supplement insurance, it will no longer pay bills. 

Questions about comparing Drug Plans for ‘09 and Medicare Supplements or Medicare Advantage--Contact a SHICK Counselor or Medicare: 

( Have your list of drugs & Medicare card handy) 

1-800-MEDICARE 1-800-633-4227- to compare and  enroll in a drug plan or

  www.Medicare.gov  Click on “Compare 2009 Drug Plans”

SHICK COUNSELORS-Senior Health Insurance Counselors for KS
   -KANSAS SHICK answer line: 1-800-860-5260
   -Area Agency on Aging–1-800-432-2703
(Saline & Ottawa County Residents)

   -Mary Lou Odle, K- State Extension Agent & SHICK Counselor


   Salina, Office, 785-309-5850, 


   300 W. Ash, Rm. 11, PO Box 5040, Salina, KS 67402-5040 
   -Donna Hansen, 785-825-0958, SHICK Counselor  

   -Milt Roth 785-827-1664, SHICK Counselor  




   –Charlotte Johnson, 785-392-2822, Minneapolis, SHICK Counselor
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