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Florida and Medicare: “Working Together for Better Health”

TALLAHASSEE– Medicare mobile office tour events are scheduled nationwide during the Medicare Annual Coordinated Enrollment Period, November 15 through December 31, 2007. The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) and its partners, such as Florida’s SHINE (Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders) program, are reaching out to help Medicare beneficiaries choose the prescription drug coverage that is right for them for 2008.  

Beginning on November 25, CMS will bring its mobile office to Florida, providing personalized counseling and enrollment assistance for people with Medicare.    Department of Elder Affairs volunteers of the SHINE program will be available at each event to offer information and enrollment assistance.  SHINE Volunteer Counselors can also provide LIS/Extra Help assistance for Medicare beneficiaries with limited resources to help them pay for their prescription drug costs.  CMS is aiming to also provide other services at the Medicare mobile office tour events such as health screenings, consumer protection presentations and flu shots.

While passing through Florida, the Medicare Mobile Office will make the following stops:

· Monday, November 26- West Palm Beach, First Presbyterian Church, 2:00-3:30 p.m.
· Tuesday, November 27- Miami Beach, North Shore Youth Center, 9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
· Tuesday, November 27- Miami, Little Havana (8th Street), 11:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m.
· Tuesday, November 27- Miami, Stephen P. Clark, 29th Floor, 1:30 p.m.-3:00 p.m.
· Wednesday, November 28- Margate, North Focal Point Senior Center, 9:30-11:30 a.m.

· Thursday, November 29- Hillsborough County, Sun City Center, 9:00-11:00 a.m.

· Thursday, November 29- Pinellas County, Gulfport Senior Center, 1:00-3:00 p.m.

· Friday, November 30- Apopka, John H. Bridges Community Center, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Medicare beneficiaries are urged to take advantage of these events and should make use of the CMS and state health insurance program enrollment assistance that is available to them throughout the election period.  People are encouraged to visit www.medicare.gov for more information about the available prescription drug plans or to contact a local SHINE volunteer at 1-800-963-5337.
For more information about the Medicare Mobile Office Tour, or for more information about the Department of Elder Affairs, please contact the department by phone at (850) 414-2000.
Florida’s elders can reach a SHINE volunteer for health insurance counseling or enrollment assistance by calling the Florida Elder Helpline at 1-800-96-ELDER (1-800-963-5337) and asking to speak to a SHINE counselor in their county of residence.  All counseling services are FREE, confidential and unbiased. For more information on additional counseling locations, you can visit the SHINE Web site and find a list of outreach activities in your area under the “Community Events” section.  You can also contact the above-mentioned Elder Helpline toll-free.
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