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Please keep this notice for your records. Please read this notice carefully because your prescription drug coverage is changing. You are getting this notice because your Medicare drug plan, <Organization’s Name>’s <Name of plan>, is leaving the Medicare Program on December 31, 2006. Because your plan is leaving, you need to join a new Medicare drug plan by December 31, 2006.
Call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) for a list of prescription drug plans you can join and pay little or no premium. Compare plans and join a plan that meets your needs. You should find out which plans cover the prescriptions you take and what pharmacies you can use to fill your prescriptions. Call 1-800-MEDICARE or visit www.medicare.gov on the web for help comparing plans and joining a plan that works for you.
Enroll early. Enrolling early gives the new Medicare drug plan time to mail you important information like your membership card, acknowledgement letter, and welcome package before your coverage becomes effective. This way, even if you go to the pharmacy on the first day your new coverage begins, you can get your prescriptions filled without delay.

If you don’t join another Medicare drug plan by December 31, 2006, Medicare will enroll you in a plan. So you continue to have Medicare prescription drug coverage and help paying for your prescriptions, Medicare will enroll you in <Organization Name>’s <Name of plan> and your coverage will begin on January 1, 2007.  Continued on back

Para obtener una copia de este aviso en español, llame GRATIS al 
1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). Los usuarios de TTY deben llamar al 
1-877-486-2048.
With this new Medicare drug plan, you will pay

• <subsidy % or $0> of the drug plan premium as a monthly fee,
• <$0 or up to $50> for your yearly prescription drug plan deductible, and

• <insert LIS copayment amounts or % coinsurance of the cost of each prescription> when you fill a prescription covered by the plan.

If you want more information about <Name of plan>, call <Plan phone>. Let the plan know you got this notice. When you call the plan, they may ask for your address. You may also visit <Plan website> on the web for more information.

If you need help understanding this notice or the questions and answers attached, please show it to a family member, friend, case manager, or someone else you trust. You can also call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program or 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) for help. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.
 Important Questions and Answers about Medicare Drug Coverage
What should I do now?

Consider your options carefully. If you want to learn about Medicare drug plans you can join, call 1-800-MEDICARE for a list of plans in your area for which you will pay little or no premium. You should find out which plans cover the prescriptions you take and what pharmacies you can use to fill your prescriptions. Compare the plans and decide which Medicare drug plan works for you. 

If you want the drug plan Medicare will enroll you in, you don’t have to do anything. Read the materials the plan sends you in the mail, or call the plan for more information. 
You can also call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) for free health insurance counseling. When you call, tell them you got this notice. See your copy of the “Medicare & You” handbook or call 1-800-MEDICARE for their telephone number.

If you have moved recently, or you are getting this notice because you are a representative payee for someone with Medicare, please call the plan to be sure it serves where you live or the person with Medicare currently lives. If it doesn’t, call 1-800-MEDICARE to choose and join a plan that serves that state. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.

When can I switch plans once Medicare enrolls me?
If Medicare enrolls you in a plan and you would like to switch to a different Medicare drug plan, you can switch as described below. 
If Medicare enrolls you in a plan and you get Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits, or applied and qualify for extra help, you can switch plans [placeholder as policy is still in development] 

If you get help from Medicaid paying your Medicare premiums (belong to a Medicare Savings Program), you can switch plans anytime for coverage effective the first day of the next month.

To join a different Medicare drug plan, call the new plan to find out how to join. Joining a different plan will end your current Medicare drug plan coverage. Your new plan coverage would start the first day of the next month. 
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Please keep this notice for your records. Please read this notice carefully because your prescription drug coverage is changing. You are getting this notice because as a member of your Medicare drug plan, <Organization’s Name>’s <Name of plan>, your costs are increasing as of January 1, 2007. Because your costs are changing, you have three options to consider.

Option 1: You can stay in this plan. If you stay, you will pay a monthly premium fee. To find out what your costs will be starting January 1, 2007, call <Name of plan>. 
If you want to stay in this plan, call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) or your plan before December 31, 2006, and tell them you want to stay a member of this plan.

Option 2: Medicare will enroll you in <Organization’s Name>’s <Name of plan>. If you want Medicare to enroll you in this plan, you don’t need to do anything. With this new plan, you will pay no premium, no deductible, and little or no copayments when you fill prescriptions covered by the plan.

If you don’t do anything, Medicare will enroll you in <Organization Name>’s <Name of plan> and your coverage will begin January 1, 2007. 

Please call <Name of plan> at <Plan phone> for more information (including which drugs are covered) about your new Medicare drug plan. When you call the plan, they may ask for your address. You may also visit <Plan website> on the web for more information.  Continued on back 
Para obtener una copia de este aviso en español, llame GRATIS al 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227). Los usuarios de TTY deben llamar al 1-877-486-2048.

Remember, if you call Medicare or your current plan and tell them you want to stay, Medicare won’t enroll you in this new plan. 
Option 3: You can switch to a different Medicare drug plan. If you would like to switch to a different Medicare drug plan, call 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) for a list of prescription drug plans you can join and pay no premium. You can switch plans anytime for coverage effective the first day of the next month.
If you need help understanding this notice or the questions and answers attached, please show it to a family member, friend, case manager, or someone else you trust. You can also call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program or 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) for help. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.
Important Information about Medicare Drug Coverage

What should I do now?
Consider your options carefully. 
· If you want to keep your current plan, call your plan or 1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227) and tell us you want to stay. Remember, you will pay a monthly premium fee. 
· If you want to keep the plan Medicare enrolls you in and pay no premium, 
you don’t need to do anything. 
If you have moved recently, or you are getting this notice because you are a representative payee for someone with Medicare, please call the plan to be sure it serves where you or the person with Medicare currently lives. If it doesn’t, call 1-800-MEDICARE to choose and join a plan that serves that state. TTY users should call 1-877-486-2048.

If you want to learn about other plans you can join, Call 1-800-MEDICARE for a list of prescription drug plans you can join and pay no premium, no deductible, and little or no copayments when you fill prescriptions covered by the plan. Compare the plans and join a Medicare drug plan that works for you. You should find out which plans cover the prescriptions you take and what pharmacies you can use to fill your prescriptions. 
If you continue to be eligible for Medicaid, you can switch plans anytime, with the new coverage effective the first day of the next month. To join a different Medicare drug plan, call the new plan to find out how to join. Joining a different plan will end your current Medicare drug plan coverage.

You can also call your State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) for free health insurance counseling. When you call, tell them you got this notice. See your copy of the “Medicare & You” handbook or call 1-800-MEDICARE for their telephone number.
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