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Therapeutic Classes

The Plan Finder has a new tool that allows users to search for the price of drugs within eight therapeutic classes of drugs, which are listed and defined below.
1. Statins:

Any of a class of lipid-lowering drugs that reduce serum cholesterol levels by inhibiting a key enzyme involved in the biosynthesis of cholesterol.

2.  Proton Pump Inhibitors:

Any group of drugs that inhibit the activity of proton pumps are used to inhibit gastric acid secretion in the treatment of ulcers and gastroesophageal reflux disease.
3. Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme (ACE Inhibitors)
Any class of drugs that cause vasodilation are used to treat hypertension and heart failure.


4. Angiotensin II Receptor Antagonists (or Blockers):

Angiotensin II is a very potent chemical that causes the muscles surrounding the blood vessels to contract, which thereby narrows the blood vessels. This narrowing increases the pressure within the vessels and can cause high blood pressure (hypertension). Angiotensin receptor blockers (ARBs) are medications that block the action of angiotensin II.

5. Non-sedating Antihistamines:

A drug used to counteract the physiological effects of histamine production in allergic reactions and colds. 

Non-sedating: Not producing sedation (the inducing of a relaxed easy state) 

6. H2-Antagonists:

H2 receptor antagonists are medicines that help decrease stomach acid.

7. Calcium Channel Blockers:

A class of drugs and natural substances that effects many excitable cells of the body, such as the muscle of the heart, smooth muscles of the vessels, or neuron cells. The main action of calcium channel blockers is to decrease blood pressure. For this reason, it is used in individuals with hypertension. 

8. Beta Blockers (Non-selective and Beta1-selective):

A drug that blocks the excitatory effects of epinephrine on the cardiovascular system by binding to cell-surface receptors (called beta-receptors). Beta-blockers are used to treat high blood pressure, angina, and certain abnormal heart rhythms.
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